
The Dawn Descendants Scholarship	
	
	

Scholarship Overview 
This scholarship honors the families who were enslaved on plantations near Dawn, Virginia, a 
small community founded after Emancipation where many descendants live today. The 
program provides $5,000 per year, on a renewable basis, for a descendant of a Dawn-area 
enslaved family to attend a two-year or four-year college. 
 
Our Roots and Community Legacy 
 
The scholarship fund was born out of the Meadow Families Linked Descendants group, 
dedicated to truth-telling, healing and reparative action. Together, we honor the resilient Dawn 
community, which has made ‘a way out of no way’ for generations, even buying its own vintage 
school bus when Caroline County excluded Dawn from bus routes during integration. The 
community’s commitment to education stretches back to 1868, when the Courtney family set up 
a school for 15 pupils 
 
The “Old Dawn School” was built in the 1880s by freedpeople and served the community for 
decades, a testament to the community’s enduring commitment to education. 
 
Garry “Guy” Mines and his wife Martha Mines were both enslaved by the Morris family. After 
Emancipation, Garry “Guy” Mines became a community leader in Dawn and served as a trustee 
in the Sons and Daughters of Liberty, a mutual aid society that procured the land and 
constructed the “Old Dawn School.” 
 

 

   Garry “Guy Mines and Martha Mines           The “old Dawn School” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The scholarship program is the dream of Dr. Johnie Tillman and Ann Morris, whose lives are 
linked through the painful history of slavery. 

 
 

Dr. Tillman, whose ancestors were enslaved in the Dawn area, has long 
wanted to “pay it forward.” Growing up poor in Dawn, he was able to 
take advantage of a private scholarship program to attend a northern 
prep school, thanks to the support of his church community that raised 
funds to buy him clothes and a suitcase, and to pay traveling expenses. 
He then graduated from Dartmouth College, and after that, from the 
Medical College of Virginia. He completed a career as a successful Army 
physician, yet stayed close to his roots in Dawn, always looking for ways 
to give back. 

 
Ann Morris is the descendant of enslavers who operated a large 
plantation in the Dawn area. As she explored the truth about her family’s 
history, she has come to understand how much she has benefited from 
white generational wealth and educational privilege. For example, every 
male Morris ancestor in her family going back five generations had the 
opportunity to attend college. A retired journalist turned maker of “good 
trouble”, she views this scholarship program as one way to begin to make 
repair. 

 
 
As we seek to add a second scholarship in coming years, we ask you to consider making a 
donation to this fund. We are grateful to the POISE Foundation for its assistance in launching and 
administering the program. 

 


